82        Memoirs of Alexander Iswolsky
had been laid for him, and the alliance with France
WAS intact* But we have seen that the preceding two
years had witnessed great changes in the terrain of
European politics; France and England had renounced
their old quarrels and an era of mutual confidence
and friendship had been inaugurated between the two
Powers; Russia had already benefited to a marked
degree by the existence of the Anglo-French entente
during the war with Japan, but, in order to derive
permanent and complete advantages, it was clear she
also must draw closer to England, and that was mani-
festly impossible unless she followed the example of
France and found some means of settling the numerous
difficulties that separated her from England. More-
over, a rapprochement with that Power was not sufficient,
the necessary corollary being a sincere reconciliation
with Japan. The adoption of such a policy not only
would fortify Russia's position as an ally of France,
but would lay a new and more solid foundation for the
whole edifice of the dual alliance. If, on the contrary,
Russia neglected to draw the logical conclusions from
recent international developments and maintained her
strained relations with England and Japan, she would
find herself, sooner or later, in a difficult situation
between her ally, France, and those two Powers; Ger-
many would seize that opportunity to renew her efforts
to detach her from France and direct her energies
toward Asia, and perhaps might even succeed in drawing
her into an opposing political system. Now there could
be nothing more dangerous for the future of Russia
and the peace of the world than such a renversement des
alliances, to use the term applied to the radical change
that took place in Europe at the middle of the eighteenth
aad which was, followed by the Seven Years